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This morning I turned my diary to the month of 
August (yes, I still have a paper diary and am 
showing my age!). It is slightly frightening to think 

that we are more than half way through the year. And, 
Christmas is coming! Speaking of which, make sure you 
check out our new Advent Tree on page 16. It is currently 
being printed in China and we are very excited about the 
new look and size. Bigger and better has been our motto 
this year! 

And speaking of bigger and better, I wonder what 
you have been doing this year to stretch and grow both 
yourself and your ministry? I once heard a wise person 
say that the most important person you will ever lead 
is yourself. So, here is my halfway-through-the-year 
challenge: where and how are you leading yourself? 
Carey Baptist College has the bi-annual Children’s Ministry 
Block Course coming up in September, and you still have 
time to register to audit this course. It is an awesome 
time, not only of learning but also of networking with like-
minded others. Who will take up the challenge?!

Another challenge that we often face is finding time 
to be quiet with God, recharge our batteries and listen. 
Confession time—this is not my best thing! So, if you are 
anything like me, there are some great ideas in this issue 
on ways that you can recharge and spend quality time 
with God. He may have some important things to say to 
you!

I trust that you will enjoy this issue of Connect. If you 
want to share it with your team you can find the digital 
version on our website on the news and events page. 

Happy reading!

Blessings, 

Karen
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Every pastor and church leader wants their congregation to grow spiritually, but 
how many of us are aware that Intergenerational Services can be a supercharged 
opportunity for spiritual growth? Consider these points:

So intergenerational services… do you like them or love them? You decide. Which one of the 
four points above is most significant to you? Let me simply suggest that if you don’t have at 
least several intergenerational services in your church each year you may be missing out on 
something big!  

1. ALL OF US NEED HEROES AND EXAMPLES IN THE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH. 
These people motivate and inspire us to become better followers of Jesus, but where 
do we find them? Sometimes our heroes are great Christians from the pages of history 
or are the speakers we follow on Facebook, but more often they are right within our own 
congregation. It’s just that we haven’t met them yet! So how do we get to know them? 
How do we form a sense of spiritual connection? It’s often through intergenerational 
worship and other similar activities!

2. CHRISTIAN WORSHIP IS A LEARNED SKILL. 
We learn how to worship God by observing and worshipping alongside of others. 
Children, young people, and new Christians all need to be enculturated into forms of 
Christian worship so that these become natural. Worshipping God in age segregated 
groups is helpful, but it does not enculturate them into the wider Christian church. The 
intergenerational service when done well is a great way to do this.

3. PAIN PRODUCES SPIRITUAL GROWTH! 
There I’ve said it. Apart from the special few who find All Age services fun, they are 
often uncomfortable and painful. We are stretched! Yet the challenge itself maybe why 
they are so important. Learning how to get on with others, how to be humble, how to 
make space for difference and how to truly listen to each other, are all character traits 
that make us more like Jesus. Sometimes it’s only through the joy and the discomfort of 
intergenerational worship that our inner attitudes are challenged and we are transformed 
in deep and profound ways. 

4. ENGAGEMENT LEADS TO GREATER OWNERSHIP 
AND IDENTIFICATION. 
Whenever you invest in something you develop a greater sense of responsibility. This 
is also true of intergenerational worship. The senior or child or young adult who takes 
part in All Age worship for the very first time will often treasure their involvement. In that 
moment the church shifts from being ‘their’ church to ‘my’ church. Therefore a carefully 
crafted service which engages right across the congregational spectrum can create 
a powerful sense of belonging, and isn’t this what Jesus ultimately wanted—for us to be 
one big ‘family!’ 
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transitioning
L atest research is now indicating that 

even though young people often drop 
out at the end of youth ministry, many 

actually make the decision as to whether they 
will remain within the church faith community, 
during their time of intermediate ministry.1

With this in mind it is more important than 
ever that ministry leaders of all age groups 
work together to look at discipleship from 
0-99 years of age within our church settings. 
It is good at least once a year for ministry 
leaders from preschool, primary, intermediate, 
youth, young adult, and adult ministry, to 
have a discussion around faith formation and 
discipleship across all the ages and identify 
areas where transitions are happening. When 
all the leaders meet, big picture discussion 
can happen, commonalities in faith formation 
across the ages can be high-lighted, and 
across-ministry brainstorming can help to 
smooth over relational gaps which may be 
identified. From there, one-to-one meetings 

between two adjacent ministry leaders are 
really helpful to discuss practical ways to 
move forward. 

When the leadership at Westgate Baptist 
Church identified a relational gap between 
intermediate and youth ministry, the leaders 
began working together to come up with an 
integrated, seamless, and relational transition 
process for those moving from Year 8 (under 
the guidance of children’s pastor, Jay Win 
Meads) to the youth ministry (led by youth 
worker, Ben Cameron-Strickland).

Rather than just having one event at the 
end of the year inviting Year 8’s to youth 
group, which had been the previous practice, 
they began in July 2017, by inviting the 
Year 8’s to come along to the youth group 
one Friday night per month. The youth leaders 
modified the programme slightly and made 
a big effort to make the Year 8’s feel welcome 
at youth group. For 2018 this has become 
a whole year practice.

RAEWYN MOODIE  
C&F COACH, NORTHERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
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To integrate the strategy both ways, 
a team of youth leaders became part of the 
regular teaching team in the intermediate 
Sunday morning programme. Once again, 
a slightly modified programme giving plenty 
of opportunity for relationship building 
between the young people and the leaders. 
The lesson given was one which the youth 
leaders would repeat on the Friday night so 
as not to overload the volunteers with extra 
preparation. The main goal was relationship 
building. Jay Win noticed that on the very 
first Sunday morning, that the year 7 and 
8’s were hanging out with the youth leaders 
during the morning tea time after church 
and felt that significant relationships had 
begun across these two generations. 

A combined lunch for families of 
intermediates and youth leaders is planned 
after church one Sunday a term which is 
also very successful in building relationships 
with the whole family. This has become an 
intergenerational family lunch with many 
families joining in and building relationships.

One year into the programme Jay Win 
says, “I am thrilled to see the interactions 
and friendships growing between our 
preteens and youth over the past year. For 
the preteens to grow a personal relationship 
with God, it is crucial to have good 
relationships and role models.”

Ben says, “The transitional tool 
implemented at Westgate Baptist Church 
has been a slow but rewarding process. 
The results we are seeing are greater 
relationships being formed through all three 
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ministries (children’s, intermediate and youth).” 
Another strategy which has worked at 

Westgate Baptist Church is the intentional 
recruiting of small group leaders for the 
intermediate ministry. These leaders knew 
that they would move with their small group 
into youth ministry. This made for very solid 
relationships by the time the youth finished 
Year 13, to the point that some leaders 
decided to continue meeting with their small 
group during their first year at university. The 
purpose was to keep relationship and help with 
all the gnarly questions and issues which come 
up at such a critical time.

Intermediates to youth is not the only 
relational gap which is often identified. In 
some churches, children can find it difficult to 
transition from pre-school to primary ministry; 
parents can drift off once they perceive that 
they don’t need to bring their youth along to 
church any more; parents of pre-schoolers can 
feel that it is too difficult struggling to get their 
children ready for church and may drop out 
of church community from the sheer pressure 
of age and stage; older adults who are not 
able to drive any more may find it difficult to 
continue attending church. 

Discipleship across ages and stages will 
look different in each context, but it is critical 
that we take the time to gather as ministry 
leaders and see what the needs are for our 
people, in order to obey Jesus’ command 
to “Go and make disciples of all nations.” 
(Matt 28:19).  

1  From Lost in Transition research done by David 
Goodwin in Australia.

SOME QUESTIONS FOR YOUR CHURCH: 
1. Which transitional gaps would you identify in your context? 

2. When did all your ministry leaders last meet together to discuss faith formation 
across the ages?

3. What is one way you could improve the transitioning of young people from 
intermediate to youth ministry? Youth to young adult?

Aug–Oct 2018  connect | 7 



T he communication of Jesus in the 
home seems to have become a lost 
art. And also something seen as 

a little scary. Let me see if I can take the 
intensity away if nothing else. I have three 
children. Nia is twenty. She has just returned 
from Australia working as an intern at Edge 
Church, Adelaide. To keep this in perspective 
for you, when I told her at dinner that I was 
writing this chapter, she looked around the 
table at her brothers and said “Have you 
really thought this through”.

Her brother Owen is eighteen. When he 
was 14 he outworked his teenage rebellion 
by leaving the Parish Church I was leading 
and insisted on walking the two miles every 

Sunday to one of our 
church plants. He now 
gets to preach and 
lead there. He has concluded that he doesn’t 
mind when I come to preach because at 
least it means he doesn’t have to walk.

Elliot is 15 and the primary reason I didn’t 
write the good parenting guide! He recently 
received a school report that alongside 
nearly every subject had the words, “Elliot 
must do better.” At the end of the report was 
a section for Elliot to complete to explain 
what he would do differently the following 
term. It was all laid out for him. His head of 
year wanted him to write the words “I will 
do better”, his mother and I wanted him to 

An excerpt from Changing Lives: The Essential Guide to Ministry 
with Children and Families by Rev Dr Mark Griffiths - UK.

“

Faith  at home
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write the words “I will do better”. We left 
him to think about what he should write.  
We gave him plenty of clues, but left him 
to decide what to write. When I returned an 
hour later to see his response I read these 
words, “I will join more after schools clubs!!!”. 
They are all different. Different motivators, 
different temperaments, but all great fun. 
I write this for one reason only, to say to you 
that I am trying to work this out too. It’ll be 
a gentle walk through this important area 
of communicating faith in the home, in the 
context of Bah’ith (family). 

Edward Gibbon in 
his book “The history 
of the decline and fall 
of the Roman empire” 
comments that part of the 
reason for the destruction 
of Rome was that it no 
longer had strong families 
and therefore the empire 
fell from within. Proverbs 
speaks of “Training up 
a child in the way they 
should go, and when 
they are old they will not 
depart from it.” What is 
interesting there is the 
“the way they should go”. 
Rather than dictating that 
they need get a proper 
job—whatever that may 
mean—we should help 
them seek and discern 
what God has created them to be and do. 

My contention in this area really is that 
if you understand WHY then you’ll work 
out HOW? I became a Christian when 
I was 15. My wife grew up in a nominally 
Christian Welsh Baptist home, we were first 
generation followers of Jesus. We had no 
real blueprint. We were working out as we 
went. When I grew up if I was unwell my 
parents phoned the doctor, nobody prayed 
for me. At bedtime I found a book to read. 

At mealtime, my sister and I just ate, nobody 
said grace. We often ate on trays in front 
of the television. Not a lot of conversation 
except on Sundays. 

So we had to introduce things. Grace at 
meals. Bedtime stories from the bible or 
one of a million Christian books that I love. 
When our children were ill we would take 
them to the doctor, but we would pray first. 
When they had bad dreams we would pray 
and inform them with a theology learnt 
from Veggie Tales that “God is bigger than 

the bogeyman.”
But we have an 

increasing number of first 
generation Christians. 
It’s a positive. It means 
we are reaching the lost. 
But we also want to have 
lots and lots of second 
and third and fourth 
generation followers, 
so we need to pass on 
faith. And allow me to be 
candid. This really isn’t 
about building in some 
sort of insurance policy 
that says my kids must 
be Christians or they’ll 
not go to heaven when 
they die. This is about 
bringing your children 
up in the presence 
of Jesus so that they 
become everything 

God created them to be right now. It’s 
about the Holy Spirit shaping and forming 
and sculpting them so they live well— 
knowing how to deal with hurt and pain and 
disappointment, responding with compassion 
and love and grace. Generous, forgiving and 
gracious right now. Living life with the quality 
of eternity right now. It is about instilling in 
them an understanding that they are loved, 
valued and accepted ... even if they walk 
away and become one of the prodigals. 

Proverbs speaks of 
“Training up a child in 
the way they should 
go, and when they 

are old they will not 
depart from it.” ... 

Rather than dictating 
that they need to get a 
proper job—whatever 
that may mean—we 
should help them  

seek and discern 
what God has created 

them to be and do.
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One more key. Are you engaged? Are you 
involved? Are you there? Not physically there, 
we can all manage that sometimes, but are 
you wholly there, body, mind and spirit? Are 
you truly engaged in the job of being the 
parent God called you to be? Engagement 
means investing time and energy. It means 
sitting down with our children and 
understanding their worlds, their interests, 
and their stories. 

And now with full acknowledgement that 
this subject could take several books, here 
are my four summary principles:

• Good enough is really rather good—don’t 
chase perfection.

• Absolute acceptance is the key.

• Be the sort of person you want your 
children to become.

• Be fully present.

And none of this in any way opens the 

door to guilt. If you’ve not been good at 
this, then start now. But neither does it give 
a guarantee. I believe that when we are 
fully engaged in parenting, regardless of 
how imperfect, vulnerable, and messy it is, 
we are creating something sacred. And if 
your family already has parts that are not 
following Jesus; who don’t turn up in church 
as much as you would like; who despite 
your best efforts have drifted away—there is 
no guilt. If they have moved into the realms 
of the prodigals, we need to continue to 
outwork our four principles above and 
pray and wait patiently and believe for the 
prodigals to return. 

Not perfect parents. Just real ones.

Mark is coming to New Zealand in 
September to teach at Carey Baptist 
College. See the details below for how 
you can attend the course and hear more 
from Mark in person.

block 
course

9.30am
to

4.45pm
each day

3-7
SEPT

Revd Dr Mark Griffiths
St Padarns Institute
Cardiff

Equip yourself to be 
more effective in your Children’s Ministry.

This highly interactive course explores the biblical 
and theological foundations, current trends, and 
relevant issues in ministry to children and their 
families within a local church context. It investigates 
theory and praxis for faith development issues and 
formulates a rationale for ministry with children.

Guest Lecturer

In association with

COST TO AUDIT
Registered Baptist 
Pastors: $100.00

Other Attendees: $300.00
(Audit: personal interest – no assignments 
– just attendance of the block course)

LECTURE DATES: 3 - 7 Sept

Register at Carey.ac.nz
0800 773 776

WHERE
On-site at Carey Baptist College 
Penrose, Auckland

”
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Understanding the needs, expectations, and quirks of the different generations can be 
difficult. These definitions are generic but do give some worthwhile insight. I wonder where 
you fit and whether the information below  
describes you? How might having  
an understanding of the  
generations to which you are  
ministering impact the way that  
you do ministry?

A quick guide to generations

Baby Boomers
Born after WW2, Baby 
Boomers grew up in 
a world with lots of 

potential opportunities, 
making them an 

affluent generation. 
They are hard-working 

and commited.

Generation X
The MTV generation 

were the first to not see 
continuous improvement 

of quality of life; 
subsequent anger/

rebellion was reflected 
through music: punk, 

rock, metal and grunge. 
They are self-reliant 
and individualistic.

Generation Y 
/ Millennials

The Internet Generation 
(the largest generation 

in history). Typically 
tech savvy, progressive 

though influenced 
by celebrities and 
keen to impact the 

world in positive way. 
They are motivated 
by the opportunity 
to meet others and 
work on a team, 

enjoying colaboration.

Generation Z
Adolescent and always 
with a screen, Gen Z-ers 

have been saturated 
with advertising, are 
the most tech savvy 
and are very much 

influenced by bloggers 
and internet celebs.

FACEBOOK
is the favourite network of 

all generations

TWITTER
is most popular amongst 

Generation Y

SNAPCHAT
is growing rapidly especially 

amongst Generation Z 
and Millennials

1940 
- 1959

1960 
- 1979

1980 
- 1999

2000 
- present

Infographic repurposed from 3ManFactory Aug–Oct 2018  connect | 11 
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It’s been two years in the making, but we are thrilled to announce that Myk Habets' (aka 
Dr Myk to Connect readers), highly anticipated book on Heaven has been published. 
We asked Myk to give us a sneak peek into the book.

Heaven
AN INKLING OF  
WHAT’S TO COME
DR MYK HABETS 
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH, DEAN OF 
FACULTY AND HEAD OF GRADUATE 
SCHOOL AT CAREY BAPTIST COLLEGE

1. CAN WE REALLY KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOUT THE LIFE TO COME? 
There is a lot of confusion about the 
afterlife, and Christians it seems, are 
as confused as anyone. Yet God has 
given us a lot of information about what 
to expect, what life will encompass, and 
what the new heavens and earth will be 
like. Despite the claims of many that we 
simply can’t know much about what is 
to come, God has given us more than 
enough information in Holy Scripture for 
us to consider and learn from. Jesus has 
been there, Stephen had a glimpse of it, 
John was given a vision of it, and Paul 
was caught up into it for a time. So, the 
combined testimony of Scripture gives us 
quite a lot of information about what is 

to come and how that should shape our 
lives now. After all, why would God give 
us all this information if he didn’t intend 
us to spend time thinking about what’s 
to come. 

2. WHAT BIG MYTHS DO YOU BUST IN 
THIS BOOK?
Contemporary Christianity has brought 
into a number of myths about the new 
heavens and earth and in this book 
I try to address a few of them. Think 
we will be disembodied spirits floating 
on fluffy clouds? Think again! Heaven 
will be more physical than we can 
possibly imagine. Think Heaven will 
be a place of serene inactivity? Think 
again! While we shall rest in Heaven 
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we will be more active than we are 
now, involved in so much activity that 
is fulfilling and engrossing and beyond 
our wildest dreams that it will make 
life in the present seem dull. Think 
Heaven will be boring, monolithic, and 
full of cookie-cutter look-a-likes? Think 
again! Heaven will be full of more 
colour, flavour, sights, sounds, smells, 
experiences, adventure, language, 
and culture than we could now 
possibly imagine. 

3. ISN’T THINKING ABOUT THE 
AFTERLIFE ALL PIE IN THE SKY? 
HOW IS IT RELEVANT NOW? 
I live out of the conviction, proven true 
so often in my own life, that theology is 
practical, and the doctrine academics 
call “eschatology” and everyone else 
calls “all that crazy end-times stuff,” is 
as practical as it comes. Understanding 
what God has told us about the afterlife 
is as important as it is useful. Christians 
throughout Church history have gained 
a profound hope in God’s teaching 
on the future and this has practically 
shaped the way they lived. Reflecting on 
the end-times actually invigorates our 
work and play in the present. It gives us 
an orientation to our lives, it helps us 
understand how to live in-between the 
times. To know that God has more in 
store for us than we could ever possibly 
imagine is a wonderful thing (Eph 3:20). 

4. WHAT’S DIFFERENT ABOUT THIS 
BOOK FROM OTHERS ON THE 
SAME TOPIC? 
In six short chapters four key questions 
are answered: 1) What is Heaven like? 
2) What will we be like in Heaven? 
3) What will we do in Heaven? 4) Who 
will be in Heaven? These four questions 
were the most important to the many 
people I spoke with when researching 

the book, especially children. These 
questions then lead to lots of other ones 
that I address: Will pets go to Heaven? 
What does it mean to live forever? Will 
we know loved ones in Heaven? And 
what will we actually spend our time 
doing in Heaven? These questions were 
initially gleaned from talking with children 
about Heaven. Each chapter is divided 
into three parts—Let’s Talk, Let’s Listen 
and Let’s Play. I also use a good dose 
of humour and draw upon a variety 
of outstanding Christian novelists like 
C.S. Lewis to further explore what 
Heaven might be like. Finally, just for fun, 
I have placed a few ‘Easter eggs’ in the 
book: a few little codes that keen literary 
eyes might detect. 

5. WHO IS THIS BOOK WRITTEN FOR? 
It’s written for two audiences: first, adults 
looking to know not only what to believe 
about Heaven but why to believe it, and 
where in Scripture that belief is found. 
And second, the book is for parents 
of young(ish) children, children/family 
pastors, youth pastors and pastors 
who want to know what they should be 
teaching people about this topic.  

We have a copy of Myk’s 
book to give away. Email us 
and let us know why you want 
the book and why we should 
choose you as the lucky 
recipient! The winning answer, 
and a photo of the winner, will 
be published in the next issue. 

To order your own copy go to: 
www.bookdepository.com
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Self Care— 
SOME HOW-TO’S

There are times when we need to be 
selfish! Selfish in the way we take 
care of ourselves. It’s called self-care.

Cognition, feeling and faith all require 
a balance of each of these dimensions 
for vital health and emotional and spiritual 
depth—or for full humanness. We ignore our 
human frailty to our own detriment.

The presence of God-with-us shows 
the way in which God is involved 
compassionately and he communicates his 
goodness to us through his presence.

So let me ask you: How good are you 
to yourself? Or, how are you being good to 
yourself? Pastors and people-helpers by their 
nature take care of others much better than 
they take care of themselves.

In 1999 I was diagnosed with a brain 
aneurysm. Now, praise God, I survived! 
But my self-care shot up from 20% to 100%. 
Since then it has slipped to about 80-90%. 
I am selfishly looking after my mental, 
emotional and spiritual health. To be truthful, 
I can do much better looking after my 

BRIGITTE CROWE  
C&F COACH, NORTHERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
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physical health. As we so often say to our 
congregations: “There are things that only 
God can do. Then there are things that only 
we can do for ourselves.”

I have learnt to listen quite intentionally 
to the needs of my body, mind and spirit. 
And I have learnt how to say NO reasonably 
successfully—NO to others and NO to myself.

So how can we look after ourselves? I am 
not going to suggest that we all go sit quietly 
at the beach! It’s not everyone’s thing! God 
in his wisdom designed us all very differently 
and praise God for his wisdom.

Here are a few helpful suggestions (pick 
only what suits you and be picky about what 
suits you):

• don’t get out of your PJ’s 

• journal

• read your favourite book 20 times for 
your enjoyment

• walk on the beach or climb a mountain

• go to the gym or soak in the spa pool

• go on a silent retreat or talk as much as 
you like

• read God’s Word for your edification, not 
for your next sermon

• cook, clean or go fishing

• listen to music or write your own.

Your ‘thing’ may be on this list or not. 
But I would suggest you find your thing. 
Jesus often went off on his own to pray 
(Luke 5:16). I think also to take care 
of himself.

Bill Gaultiere wrote: “The priority of Jesus’ 
solitude and silence is everywhere in the 
Gospels. It’s how he began his ministry. It’s 
how he made important decisions. It’s how 
he dealt with troubling emotions like grief. It’s 
how he dealt with the constant demands of 
his ministry and cared for his soul. It’s how 
he taught his disciples. It’s how he prepared 
for important ministry events. It’s how he 
prepared for his death on the cross.”  
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SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH 
MINISTRIES 
AOTEAROA 
NEW ZEALAND
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
MINISTRIES IS A NETWORK 
OF PEOPLE FROM DIVERSE 
CHRISTIAN TRADITIONS 
AND EXPERIENCE WHO 
FIND DEPTH AND MEANING 
THROUGH THE WHOLE 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE OF 
CONTEMPLATIVE SPIRITUALITY.

The Spiritual Growth Ministries Trust 
aims to enable people to develop 
spiritual resources for their life and 
work by deepening their relationship 
with God in Jesus Christ through 
spiritual direction, formation of 
spiritual directors, retreats and other 
experiences of prayer.

Explore their website sgm.org.nz 
and discover all it has to offer in  
the areas of contemplative 
spirituality, spiritual direction 
training, retreats and workshops.



2018 ADVENT TREE
I'm always amazed at the way that God 
inspires creativity. Sometimes it is when 
we are amidst the grand and the majestic, 
surrounded by his awe inspiring creation. 
At other times it is through the simple and 
the ordinary. I'm not sure how it works best 
for you, but I have found that it often comes 
through everyday things and the simple 
pleasure of working with creative others. For 
BCFM this has been the pathway to the 2018 
Advent Tree—two colleagues and a creative 
God sitting around a table with paper and the 
genesis of an idea. 

Last year’s Advent Tree was distributed to 
8000 households, enabling families all around 
the country (and even a few overseas) to 
share the real story of Christmas. We were 
thrilled with the stories and emails that we 
received telling us how the tree had impacted 
families—we even heard that one of the large 
versions made it’s way to the stage of the 
Christchurch Cardboard Cathedral! We loved 
that this resource was used by many other 
denominations and para-church organisations, 
and has been the start of collaboration 
around resources for children and families. 

As with all success stories, the pressure 
then comes on to produce something bigger 
and better—and we are hopeful that we have 
done just that. The 2018 tree will be A3 in 
size and will lead families through the four 
stages of Advent—the journey to Bethlehem, 
the birth of Jesus, the angelic visitation to 
the shepherds and the arrival of the wise 
men. Each day of December there will be 
something to add to the tree, Scripture to be 
read, questions to be answered or activities 
to be completed and hidden objects to find 
on the city map. This year there will also be 

decorations that can be added to the family 
Christmas tree.

As with last year, orders will be limited and 
it will be ‘first in first served’. Online orders 
will open mid-September so make sure that 
your pastoral staff keep a look out for email 
notifications. Cost will be $5.20 per Advent 
Tree. Discount will be available for orders 
over 100. 

www.baptistcfm.org.nz  
www.athomeandchurch.org.nz 

Resources
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Over the years, BCFM have had fun 
developing our own home-grown 
resources. Recognising that the family 
plays a huge role in a child’s faith 
formation led us to look at what is 
available for parents who want to have 
faith discussions in the home. In 2015 
we produced our first @home family 
resource, an Easter@home family 
activity booklet.

Since then we have produced 
a number of resources that we distribute 
across a wide range of churches and 
organisations. We are now broadening 
our horizons even more with the launch 
of the @home+church website. This 
platform will give us the opportunity to 
sell and distribute locally developed 
resources across all churches in 
New Zealand. Our resources will be 
branded with the logo @home+church, 
which allows all denominations and 
organisations to use our products.

The website will have two main parts: 
@home and @church. Faith encouraging 
resources designed for families will 
be part of @home, while the @church 
section will have products aimed at 
children’s ministry. 

www.athomeandchurch.org.nz will be 
launched mid-August but you will still 
see all our products on our  
www.baptistcfm.org.nz site.

Orders 
open mid-
september 

2018
Tree size:  

420mm x 280mm

Map size:  
560mm x 420mm

Aug–Oct 2018  connect | 17 



NOTES FROM JESUS
by Mikal Keefer

Jesus is the stuff best friends are made of—
especially if you're a kid! He’s always up for hearing 
how the day went, listening to worries, and laughing 
at silly jokes. And he wants to share about himself, 
too, as best friends do. 

Notes From Jesus are his messages to new 
friends. Each playfully illustrated note includes:

• Answers to common faith questions kids ask, 
like “What happens when I mess up?” and  
“Is it okay to pray with my eyes open?”

• An inspirational Bible verse for kids to tuck away in their hearts

• Doable, kid-sized ideas for readers to become even better friends with Jesus.

Each note reminds kids that Jesus enjoys their company, and he wants a lifelong friendship 
that deepens with each new conversation. This is the perfect gift for kids just starting 
a relationship with Jesus... for young families joining a church... or as a meaningful birthday, 
holiday, or Christmas gift!

Karen says: I LOVE, LOVE, LOVE this book. I think every child who wants to be a follower 
of Jesus needs a copy of this book. If you don’t have the budget for it ask people in your 
church to sponsor it… or do some fundraising... or rob the piggy-bank if you have to! It really 
is that good!

HELPING OUR CHILDREN GROW IN FAITH
by Robert Keeley

Children have serious faith questions that require serious 
answers, answers that adults often find themselves under-
prepared to give. But the Christian community has a responsibility 
to help its children develop a three-dimensional faith—a faith that 
affects their heads, their hearts, and their spirits.

Helping Our Children Grow in Faith is designed for children’s 
ministry and worship leaders, pastors, and parents, who want 
to nurture the spiritual development of the children in their lives. 
It shows how to integrate children into congregational worship, 
how to teach them the Bible but leave room for the mystery 
of God, and how to distinguish the difference between faith 
development and moral development.

A great book to add to your 2018 reading list! 

Editor's picks
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2 AUGUST
Games with a Purpose   Dunedin

Anglican Diocese Resource Library  |  7pm - 9pm

5 AUGUST
Games with a Purpose   Invercargill   

Windsor Community Church  |  2pm - 4pm

10-11 AUGUST

Invig Conference   LIFE South, Manukau, Auckland

Full Registration $50  |  One Day $35  |  invig.org.nz

Training for Bible in Schools teachers, chaplains and CM leaders

11 AUGUST

Special to God—meeting the needs of special kids    

Auckland  |  $75.00 p/p  |  $60.00 p/p for a group of 5 or more.

09 630 5271 or email info@cbm.org.nz for more information or to register.

20 AUGUST

Children’s Ministry Block Course  

with Dr Mark Griffiths 

Enrolment closes for audit students 

carey.ac.nz/events/childrens-ministry

3-7 SEPTEMBER

Children’s Ministry Block Course   

Lectures begin  |  9:30am - 5pm

Carey Baptist College, Penrose, Auckland

8 SEPTEMBER
‘Master Storytelling’ Training Day   Auckland

For more information and to register, contact info@cbm.org.nz

7-10 NOVEMBER

Baptist Hui   Palmerston North  |  baptist.org.nz

Hui this year focuses on the third of our five  
Strategic Priorities: Evangelism
Our main speakers will include Mark & Karen Wilson  
(Baptist Churches, Western Australia), Leor Sarkar  
(General Secretary of Bangladesh Baptist Church  
Fellowship), Andrew Picard (Carey Baptist College)  
and Daniel Brass from the Rātana movement. 

Pin the dates

www.nzcmn.org.nz
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“Of all the things you do as a leader  

in Christ’s church, is anything more  

important than helping to bring 

Christ and Christlike  
living into the centre  

of every home?” 

Mark Holmen


